Welcome fo
Mrs. Gherry’s
5 Grade
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Welcome fo Fifth Grdde!

My hdme is Meredith Cherty dnd [ will be your child’s fifth grdde tedcher.
grddudted from Indidhd University with my Bdchelor’s in Elementdry Educdtion. [ have
edrhed fwo Mdster’s Degrees; ohe ih Gurriculum dhd Instruction dnd the other is in
Administrdtion. This will be my fourth yedr at McKelvey dnd eighth yedr tedchinhg. I look
forwdrd fo geffing fo khow you dhd your fdmily this yedr. We dre goihg fo have d fdbulous
yedr!

Schedule: In this hdndbook, you will find our ddily schedule dlohg with our specidl
schedule. We hdve orchestrd at 1:35-2:05 oh Monddys dhd Wednesddys. Pledse be sure
your child brings their instrument fo school on the days we have orchestrd. We will have
librdry every other Friddy from 2:00-2:40.

Classroom Disciplihe dhd Incehfive Progrdms: A positive dffitude dhd good mdhhers dre
essehtidl for our cldssroom! Edch week, students work towdrds their edrhed Fecess, which
will be redeemed every Friddy. Brdggih’ Drdgons dre giveh to students who go dbove dnd
beyond throughout the school day. These slips provide recognitioh dnd dwdrds ih d vdriety
of wdys. Chdrdcter cdrds dre dlso ufilized in 5™ grade cldssrooms (pledse see below)..
McKelvey incident reports will be sehf home for serious incidehfs dhd Office Referrdls will
result ih d cdll home. Office Referrdls dre usudlly giveh for severe misbehdvior,
distespect, bullyihg, or violehce.

e Chdrdcter Gdrds In fifth grade, we give stamps df the ehd of edch day to students
who edrhed if bdsed on good behdvior. Studenfs should be workihg fowdrds edrhing
5 stamps for edch week. They have the opportunity fo edrh & stamps (Friddy-
Thursday) dhd d Homework Gompletioh Stamp ds well. If sfudents go dbove dhd
beyond, they cdn edrh more thdn ohe stdmp per day. All weekly stamp totdls dre
ddded up towdrds monthly incentives. Monthly incehfives dre edrhed every four
weeks dhd require 35 stdmps fo obfdin one of the specidl Fewdrds. If d child
receives d McKelvey Incident Report dnd/or dh Office Referrdl, they dutomatically
will hof receive their edrhed recess on Friddys.

e Think Sheets If d child does hot Feceive their edrhed Fecess, we believe that if is
importdnt fo hdve d cohversdtioh dbout the week dhd reflect oh how children cdnh
improve their behdviors for the following week(s). Think sheefs do hot hecessdrily
medh your child is ih frouble, but instedd, they cdh improve their chdrdcter by
following the Drdgon’s Gode more diligently. Think sheets are reflective fools which
dllow for communicdtioh betweeh your child, their fdmily, dnd myself. As dlwdys, lef
me khow if you have questiohs dbout this!

Homework: Students can expect fo have dpproximdtfely 50 mihufes of homework d hight.
Student’s homework will be recorded in their pldnhers dhd due the next dday. Pledse cdll or
emdil if your child’s homework is fakihg much longer thdh 50 minutes per hight. The
followihg procedures will be followed for homework ih my cldssroom:



{.  Students will be expected fo record their dssighments in their dssighment hofebook
in order fo help them dccomplish their fdsks every ddy.

2. All homework is expected fo be completed on fime, fo the best of the students’
dbility, dhd ih hedf wrifing.

8. Twenty minutes of ddily redding will be pdrt of the sfudents’ hightly fasks. Students
dre required fo write d journd! entry about their redading on Mohddy dand
Wednhesddy evenings. Fifth graders will have mdth homework every hight which is
their Ddily Gommoh Gore Review (DGCR) which reviews mdth concepts previously
faught dhd more recent problems ds well.

Homework Accountability: All studenfs will be held decountdble for the completionh of their
homework dssighmenfs. Studenfts who do hof complefe their dssighmehfs oh fime will affend
“homework club” so they cdh work on their missed work. Attending homework club will
resulf ih hot edrhihg the homework complefioh stamp for the week which cdh det ds d
buffer for edrhed recess onh Friddys.

Shdck: Your child is dllowed fo bring d hufritious shdck edch morhing such ds fruifs,
vegetdbles, cheese dhd crdckers, prefzels, efc.

Book orders: [ will sehd home book orders from Scholdstic Book Club. If you wish fo order,
pledse sehd d check made ouf fo Scholdstic Book Club (NO GASH) or you may order ohline
usihg our ohlihe code (Cldss Gode: LUGWS6 ). The books usudlly drrive 1-2 weeks dfter the
order is puf in. You do hot have fo order books, but I find the prices fo be chedper thahn
most bookstores. Also, by purchdsihg books through Scholdstic, I dm dble to getf books fo
ddd to our cldssroom librdry.

Absences: Pledse cdll the front office of e-mdil me ih the morning if your child is ill. Your
child will be expected fo mdke up missed work. However, much of our work is done ih
conjuhction with d lessoh or dcfivity dhd cdnnof be edsily made up. If you will be travelihg
of you know your child will be ouf, pledse let me khow ds soon ds you khow so that we cdn
mdke drrdhgements!

Chrome books: Edch child is giveh d chrome book fo complete cldsswork dnd ehhdhce their
fechnologicdl ledrning. These computers dre fo stay at school dnd dre fo be fredted
respectfully. During the first few weeks of school, we will discuss chrome book
expectdtions dlohg with d confrdct fo hold behaviors decountdble. Pledse look for the dctudl
sighed document thdf will be kept for records withih the following weeks.

Field Trips/Volunteers: Fifth grdders will get to go fo JA Biz Towh (October 8™ 9:30dm-
1:830pm), the Gateway Arch (November 7™ Time TBA), dlong with our dnhudl fishing frip
(May 8" 9am-2pm) dnd gradudtion party af the YMCA (Mdy 19" Time TBA). I dlwdys
dpprecidfe help from pdrehts dnd if is gredf fo experiehce these ddays with your child! Look
for more informatfioh dboutf volunteer opporfunities ds they get closer. However, it is



required that d bdckground check is filled out dnd cledred before dccompdhyihg us oh d
frip or helping in the building. Visif my cldssroom website for d direct link!

Effective communicdfioh befween pdrenfs dhd fedchers is essenfidl fo your
child’s success ih the cldssroom. This fruly is d pdrthership that must hdve dnh
opeh lihe of communicdtion. Lisfed below dre wdys thdf informdfion will be
communhicdtfed,

Assighment Nofebooks: Onhe of our fifth grdde responsibilifies is fo fill ouf our pldhhers
edch day. Students dre responsible for fillihg ouf their pldnher edch morhing. Nightly
homework dhd importdnt informatioh will be recorded in your child’s dssighment hotebook.

Flyers dhd Cldsswork: Gldsswork dhd flyers will be put in student mdilboxes dhd tdkeh
home ddily. Try fo remind your child fo empty their bdckpdcks hightly and fo make sure dll
hecessdry mdferidls dre ih their bdgs before they ledave for school the hext morning.
“*Permission slips will be sehf home before field frips. Sigh dhd refurn at your edrliest
cohvehiehge,

Phone GCdlls dnd E-mdils: Pledse feel free fo contdct me daf school if you hdve dny
questiohs df dll. You cdn redch me df 814-415-65388. [ dm dvdildble most morhings from
8:00dm fo drrivdl, dhd durihg my reledse time frrom 2:45-8:40. You mdy dlso e-mdil me df
mcherry @pdrkwdyschools het. [ check my e-mdil before, dfter, dnd periodicdlly throughout
the school day. If is much edsier for me fo check dnd respohd fo emdils during the day
than it is voicemdils.

Thank you for shdrihg your child with me! I can’t wait for d successful, productive, dnhd
ehjoydble yedr with you dhd your fdmilies. Pledse donh'f ever hesitafe fo contdct me ©.


mailto:mcherry@parkwayschools.net

